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Guidance received at the intergovernmental 
negotiations on the post-2015 DA in March 2015

� Member States stressed that the indicators 

�must directly respond to the goals and targets agre ed in 
the Open Working Group and their level of ambition,  

�must not undermine or re-interpret the targets, 

�cover all targets including targets on means of 
implementation, 

�give equal weight to all targets, maintain the bala nce 
achieved, 

�and should not introduce any new or contentious iss ues. 

� There was also wide consensus that the number of gl obal 
indicators should be limited and should include mul ti-
purpose indicators that address several targets at the same 
time.
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Results of the Expert Group Meeting in 
February 2015 on indicator selection

1. The global level monitoring framework should be l imited to a 
small number of indicators;

2. Such indicators should be selected on the basis o f an 
agreed set of criteria;

3. It is necessary to ensure national ownership of i ndicators 
(including of the estimation process);

4. It is necessary to ensure disaggregation of indic ators and to 
include a human rights dimension to the indicator 
framework (following the “no one left behind” princ iple);

5. It is important to draw from existing integrated statistical 
frameworks; 

6. One important point: flexibility
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Criteria for Indicator selection

SDGs are to be accompanied by indicators 
that “are action -oriented, global in nature and 
universally applicable” and 
“take into account different national realities, 
capacities and levels of development and 
respect national policies and priorities” 
(Open Working Group, July 2014)
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Criteria for Indicator selection

1. Relevant: Linked to the target, Policy relevant, Applicable at the 
appropriate level of monitoring; Consistent with international 
law

2. Methodologically sound: Based on sound methodology; Tested 
to be valuable; Coherent and complementary to other indicators 
in the framework.

3. Measurable: Sustainable and of high quality; Allowing 
disaggregation; Managed by one or more responsible agencies:  

4. Easy to communicate and access: Easy to interpret and 
communicate; Easily accessible.

5. Limited in number and outcome focused at the global level 
Limited in number; Flexible; Outcome focused (for non-MOI 
target)
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Interlinkages and multipurpose indicators

6

Result of mechanical text analysis of targets



Interlinkages and multipurpose indicators
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Example of a possible multi-purpose indicator 



Thank You !
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